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Expanding to the South

compiled by Elona Hesseling
SUPPLIER SCENE

All drivers are qualified to convey dangerous goods and are 
evaluated annually in conjunction with the traffic department, in 
the form of the Driver of the Year-competition.

The fleet of Iveco Stralis trucks are equipped with satellite track-
ing and on-board cameras to ensure proficiency and fluent ope-
rations. This technology further enables Orange River Tankers to 
keep clients up to date with the transportation of their loads.

Trucks and tankers are regularly replaced and, as a result of this 
continual replacement, more than 85% of the fleet is less than 
five years old. Furthermore, there is also a well-equipped, in-
house Iveco approved workshop in Upington, with wash bays at 
both depots – “the hygiene and cleanliness of our trucks and 
tankers speaks for itself,” says Arno.

Orange River Tankers is also doing its part in contributing to-
wards BEE. “We are currently a Level 3, 110 % contributor in 
terms of the BEE Code of conduct, as well as a value adding 
supplier of 1,25 – for every Rand that our clients spend on trans-
port, R1,375 may be allocated towards preferential procure-
ment,” he explains.

“Orange River Tankers plays an important part in the transporta-
tion of wine- and related products within this country and with 
our dynamic management team and highly competent staff, we 
strive to create value for our clients. 

“With the new depot, we are further ensuring that we deliver 
worldclass service to our current and future customers,” Arno 
says.

The head office and main depot is in Upington, but this special-
ised tanker transport company, with more than 30 years experi-
ence, is now looking to expand their operations in the Western 
Cape.

Orange River Tankers originally started as a family business in 
1981 with WHC Barnard as the founder. The growth of the wine 
industry in the Orange River region demanded an increase in the 
transportation of bulk wines to clients in the bigger centres, 
creating the opportunity for Barnard to expand the company’s 
logistics operations.

The company grew from 10 full-time employees, six trucks and 
six second-hand food grade tankers, to just over 75 full-time 
employees, 45 trucks and 45 tankers today.

“At Orange River Tankers we operate through a set of high val-
ues, resulting in a superb and outstanding tanker service, with 
an unsurpassed quality record in transportation,” says Arno 
Kock, financial director of Orange River Tankers.

“Professionalism and accountability is very important and we aim 
to deliver an above average quality service. We operate with 

With the vision of being a worldclass, bulk tanker transport 
specialist in the wine- and pulped product market, Orange 
River Tankers has now opened a new depot in Blackheath 
in Cape Town.

transparency and openness, treat our clients and employees with 
justness and fairness, and most of all, we pay attention to 
safety and reliability.

“Above average service is part of our mission and therefore we 
do not hesitate to invest money in all our employees to attend a 
variety of training programmes. The development of all our 
employees stays a priority and an ongoing process,” he says.

The Blackheath depot’s wash bay.
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left and above: Orange River Tankers’ new depot in Blackheath, Cape Town.


